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20 November 1855

Holland, Michigan

At this meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, several new members were admitted including
Adrian Zwemer and his wife, Catharina Boon, front Rochester, New York. Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the papers of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 12-13.
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Further, they must be taught what is necessary to be reconciled to God and how to live in
a God-pleasing way. At the same time, it would be foolish if we were not to instruct our
children in doctrine and in defense of the truth over against error. Religion without
doctrinal understanding is like a body without bones.
ARTICLE 10— Since the Lord's Supper will soon be celebrated, the question was asked
if there is any objection by any of the brothers towards celebrating the sacrament in love.
All of the brethren declare that there is no objection or problem, except for Brother
Broek, who has objections to the genuineness of the confession of sin of Brother
Krabshuis. Broek is informed that he must leave this matter to the Lord. Our judgment
must be on the words that have been spoken, and we must make a distinction between
discussion of classical speeches and charges against the pastor. The Lord's Supper
requires of us that we look at our own spiritual condition. The pastor expresses his desire
to be judged by the Lord. The meeting was concluded with various fraternal comments.
We were called upon to be prudent, loving, not one-sided in our relationship. We were
reminded not to speak about consistory matters in public, and to be on our guard against
lethargy.
The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Brother van de Luyster.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Meeting of November 20, 1855
Present were Elders A. Krabshuis, W. Apeldoorn, J. A. Wilterdink, T. Keppel; Deacons
A. Plugger, D. T. Molter, G. W. Wilterdink, P. de Vries; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
Absent: Labots (no explanation), Broek (no explanation), G. J. Hekhuis, sickness.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Several members of the congregation were present for discussion of the
regulations for the cemetery. The rules for the cemetery were read and, after a lengthy
discussion, it was decided to include all of the members of the congregation in the
purchasing agreement of the cemetery, so that the rights of all may be assured. The
previously made regulations will thereby be protected. The congregation will be given
information clineeming this on the afternoon of Thanksgiving Day, and in fourteen days,
an organizatiOrieeting will be called.
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ARTICLE 3 — The following membership transfers were received and accepted, after
having inquired concerning agreement with the forms of unity: Adriaan Zwemer and his
spouse, Catharina Boon, from Rochester, New York; Willem Huizinga from Grand
Haven; Cornelis Vorst and spouse, Aaltje Adel, from Zaandam, North Holland,
Netherlands; Hendrik Rot and spouse, Trijntje Rock, from Zaandam, N.H., Netherlands.
At the previous meeting, though not included in the minutes, the membership papers of
the following were received: Auke Doedes van der Wal from Ferwerd, Vriesland,
Netherlands; Saake Saakes Boonstra (not yet a communicant) from the same place; and
his baptized children: Sake, Rensche, Grietje, and Doetje.
ARTICLE 4 — Rev. van Raalte asserts that decisions made at a consistory meeting may
not be changed or reversed, except at a lawful consistory meeting; whereupon, Rev. van
Raalte protests the irregularity which has caused certain persons to appear at the
appointed time, only to find that there is no meeting.
ARTICLE 5 — Because of her absence from church, Elders Broek and Keppel were
mandated to visit widow Kleijs; and Krabshuis, Wilterdink, and Apeldoorn were
delegated to go to Grootenhuis and van den Belt.
ARTICLE 6 — The wife of Willem Huizinga, Janna Gerritsen, desires permission to take
communion. However, she is offered the opportunity for instruction on Thursday
evenings. Brother Apeldoorn was mandated to make this arrangement with her, since he
lives just across the street.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to have an ordinary collection for the poor on Thanksgiving
Day, and to have an additional collection at the door for the needs of the school. The
Sunday prior, the congregation will be encouraged to support this action.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Plugger.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

